NEARLY 3 LAKH PEOPLE JOIN GOVT-RUN ONLINE SKILLING COURSES

Enrolment up 2k% with E-skilling Courses
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New Delhi: Enrolment for skill deve-
lopment courses surged after the go-
vernment launched online multi-
lingual programmes to help people
acquire new abilities during the pan-
demic-triggered nationwide lock-
down.

The March-end lockdown, which
was in place for more than two
months, severely disrupted econo-
mic activity and left millions jobless.
In this period, people accessed go-
vernment-run online skilling cour-
ses to improve their chances of get-
ting a job once the restrictions were
eased. Data from the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC)
showsthatenrolmentsincreasedbya
record 2,062% between February
(13,500) and end-August (over

291,000).

“During the lockdown, we realised
that it may not be possible for people
to attend training programs physi-
cally. So we offered around 400 online
skilldevelopment courses inninedif-
ferent languages on our platform eS-
killlndia,” Manish Kumar, managing
director of NSDC, told ET. “The re-
sponse has been very encouraging
withmoreand more people opting for
such courses.”
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During the lockdown, we
offered around 400 online
skill development courses in
nine different languages on
our platform eSkillIndia

Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh ac-
counted for the maximum enrol-
ments at 15% each, followed by Bihar
at8% and West Bengalat7%.

No enrolments were recorded from
15states, including Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand which contribute heavily
to the country’s migrant workforce,
and the northeastern states.

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are among
thefew states thatsaw migrantlabou-
rersreturn in huge numbers.

Among sectors, IT and IT services
courses saw maximumenrolments at
29%, while electronics accounted for
22% and healthcare 9%. The rest we-
re for courses related to automobile
repair, beauty and mushroom culti-
vation, amongothers.

In IT services, most of the enrol-
ments were in courses for basic com-
puter skills and hardware repair. In
electronics, mobile repairing, elec-
trical goods repairing and LED bulb
assembling received more enrol-
ments.

“All the courses are job driven. Ho-
wever, onanalytical study, we have fo-
und that30% of the people who comp-
lete the courses don’t take any jobs in
the beginning. Another 35% want a
jobat their place of stay,and it isonly
35% that take the jobs offered to
them,” said Kumar, who is also the
chief executive of NSDC.



